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Lemnos

Clay object with a spherical head
and conical lugs,
probably for ritual use or a rattle.
From Myrina. Early Bronze Age
(3rd millennium BC).

Attic marble relief depicting
a banquet in honour of a man
“heroised” after death.
From Hephaestia.
Mid-4th c. BC.

Clay “Depata Amphikypella” (two-handled cups).
From Poliochni.
Early Bronze Age (3rd millennium BC).

Torso of a female terracotta figurine
with plastically rendered breasts. From Myrina.
Final Neolithic Period (4500-3200 BC).

Attic marble grave stele
of Kalliniki, ca. 330 BC.
The original inscription
was replaced by the current one
of the 1st c. BC. From Imbros.

T

he Archaeological Museum of Lemnos is located in Romeikos Gialos, Myrina,
housing findings from the excavations of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Lesbos,
as well as the Italian Archaeological School in Athens, the Academy of Athens and
the University of Thessaloniki, which are held at important archaeological sites of
the island, such as Ouriakos, Poliochni, Koukonisi and Myrina, the sanctuary of the
Kabeiroi, as well as the ancient city of Hephaestia.
As the island of Lemnos suffered from the severe earthquake of the 24th of May
2014, which caused severe damage to the Archaeological Museum of Lemnos, the
Ephorate of Antiquities of Lesbos made significant efforts to repair and modernise
the first floor of the Museum and to reopen it to the public.
In the central room, the renewed permanent exhibition, with its rich illustrative
material, includes characteristic portable finds from prehistoric sites and settlements
of amichthaloessa (smouldering) Lemnos – as described by Homer (Iliad: book 24,
line 753; Homeric Hymn to Apollo: line 36) – such as Ouriakos at Fisini beach, in
the south-eastern part of the island, and Koukonisi in Moudros Bay. In the two

Eros the archer.
Roman copy of a bronze original
of the 4th c. BC by the sculptor Lysippos.
From Hephaestia. 1st-2nd c. BC.

Clay vessels from Myrina.
Early Bronze Age (3rd millennium BC).
Horos mortgage stone. 5th c. BC.

adjacent rooms, there are selected finds from prehistoric Myrina (room on the
right hand-side) which is gradually revealed at the homonymous contemporary
city, as well as from Poliochni (room on the left hand-side) at Cape Brioskopos in
the south-eastern part of the island.
In the second central room, at the far end of the floor, inscribed grave stelae
(gravestones) from the Classical to the Roman periods are exhibited, mainly from
the extensive cemeteries of Hephaestia and the residential settlements on the
outskirts of southern Lemnos, as well as the border islands of Imbros and Tenedos.
In the adjacent room, on the left hand-side, selected marble sculptures of deities
(Dioscuros, Eros, Cybele, Demeter and Kore, Satyr, etc.) and emperors are on
display, as well as inscriptions from Myrina, Hephaestia, and the sanctuary of the
Kabeiroi (honorary decrees, votive inscriptions, emancipation inscriptions, as well
as horoi, i.e. boundary stones serving as landmarks of the mortgaged land by the
Athenian klerouchoi – lot-holders) that shed light on various aspects of the public
and private life of the dipolis (comprising two cities) Lemnos.

